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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, SO, SY, SU, ET 

SUBJECT: AHRAM ON SOMALI LINKS WITH EGYPT-SYRIA-SUDAN 

1 . AHRAM MARCH 16 CARRIES BRIEF FRONT-PAGE ITEM REPORTING 

THAT SOMALIA CURRENTLY CONSIDERING JOINING EYGPTIAN-SYRIAN-SUDANESE 
JOINT POLITICAL COMMAND. ITEM, CITING NEWS AGENCIES FROM MOGADISCIO, 
NOTES THAT THIS QUESTION TO BE "SUBJECT OF DEBATE AT HIGHEST 
LEVELS" OF GSDR DURING COMING FEW DAYS. 

2. COMMENT: AHRAM ITEM MAY BE GARBLE OF REPORTS OF COMING 
SUDAN-SOMALIA-YAR-PDRY QUADRAPARITE SUMMIT AT RA'IZ ON RED SEA 
SECURITY WHICH DULY REPORTED IN OTHER CAIRO DAILIES. SHOULD 
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SOMALIA IN FACT BE CONSIDERING JOINING EGYPT-SYRIA-SUDAN 
(AND IMPLICITLY LINING UP AGAINST ETHIOPIA, LIBYA, AND USSR) 

THIS WOULD APPEAR TO JEOPARDIZE CURRENT SOVIET EFFORTS TO EXTEND 
ITS INFLUENCE OVER BOTH ADDIS ABABA AND MOGADISCIO. DOES EMBASSY 
MOGADISCIO HAVE ANY INDICATION THAT GSDR CONTEMPLATING SUCH 
A MOVE? MATTHEWS 
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